
 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
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Meeting date: 12 July 2021 

From: Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure 

 
 

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP – 9 APRIL 

AND 11 JUNE 2021 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report details the discussions and recommendations of 2 
Highways Advisory Sub-Group meetings(HASG) for the Barrow Area 
which were the meetings on the 9 April 2021 and 11 June 2021. This is 
due to the fact the Local Committee planned for May 2021 was 
cancelled.  It recommends that the Local Area Committee for Barrow 
notes the minutes of both the HASG meetings and agree the 
recommendations that came forward from both meetings.  A copy of 
the HASG minutes for both meetings are attached as Appendix 1. A 
copy of the reports which went to the HASG are attached as Appendix 
2. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The HASG will help inform and apply the County Highways policy 
framework. It will help to meet the County Council’s key objectives of 
Greener, Safer, Better, Wealthier and Healthier. 

2.2 The HASG will help identify equality implications within proposed 
highway and transportation schemes and issues of concern, and will 
help prepare more equitable solutions. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 It is recommended that the Barrow Local Committee note the minutes 
of the meeting of the Barrow HASG which met on the 9 April 2021 and 
11 June 2021, which are attached at Appendix 1.  Additionally,  

3.2 It is recommended that Barrow Local Committee agree to proceed to 
statutory consultation on the proposal to introduce an Experimental 
Traffic Order to introduce a “School street” in the Barrow area outside 
a specific school plus a reserve school, the effect of which will be to 
reduce traffic levels outside of the school during school arrival and 
departure times.” 



 

3.3 It is also recommended that Barrow Local Committee agree the revised 
devolved capital budget and the reallocation of schemes detailed in the 
DfT pothole funding allocation for 2021/22 as detailed below; 

(1) Barrow Local Committee approve the revised Devolved Highways 
Non Principal Road Network Capital Programme for 2021/22 (as 
detailed in Appendices 1 and 2 of the report); 

(2) Barrow Local Committee consider inclusion of the schemes 
detailed above (outlined in paragraph 4.4 of the report) within the 
Pothole Capital Funding for 2021/22. 

3.4 There were no recommendations arising from the meeting on the 
11 June. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Meeting 9 April 2021 

4.2 At its meeting on the 9 April Barrow Highways Advisory Sub Group (HASG) 
received a number of reports and updates reports from a variety of 
stakeholders and County Council Officers invited to the meeting. 

4.3 The initial report focused on the school street initiative. The Sub-Group was 
informed that the Initiative was an idea pioneered by the Sustrans Charity 
which aimed to tackle the congestion, poor air quality and road safety 
concerns that many schools experienced during drop-off and pick-up times .   

4.4 The Barrow Local Committee meeting held on 10 March 2021 had been 
made aware of the School Streets Initiative and requested that an 
explanatory paper be prepared following notification that Askam School had 
been informally approached by officers, although no commitment had been 
made, to pilot this Scheme. 

4.5 Whilst the Sub Group welcomed the Initiative they emphasised their 
concerns regarding the lack of any communication with members regarding 
this matter.  Following a detailed discussion it was agreed that a separate 
informal meeting be convened as soon as possible with members, in 
advance of the next meeting of Barrow Local Committee, to discuss and 
agree the criteria to be used for this and recommend the schools which it 
was felt should be included in the initial pilot, by way of an Experimental 
Traffic Order. 

4.6 Following this members were given an update on the A595 Grizebeck 
project. Members were informed of the strategic priorities and scheme 
overview, issues and challenges, funding, scheme objectives, scheme 
development stages, routes presented at consultation, updates on progress, 
next steps and the key milestone.  The Sub group welcomed the update and 
thanked officers. 

4.7 Members then received a verbal update from Stagecoach on ongoing 
operations and issues. A number of concerns were raised regarding parked 
cars and congestion and whilst many issues could not be resolved at the 
meeting a number were to be looked at going forward. 

 



 

4.8 A further verbal report was then given to members from Cumbria Fire and 
Rescue service a number of traffic issues were highlighted. The Sub Group 
was informed that road awareness training would be resumed and an 
invitation would be extended to members. 

4.9 Members then received a presentation from the Flood and Development 
Management team which presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Barrow area which included current major or 
strategic planning applications, details of Section 106 contributions update, 
flooding investigations and the flood and development management 
planning application procedure.  The Sub Group welcomed the information 
which had been provided and continued attendance by the Flood and 
Development Management Team at future meetings. 

4.10 Following this members received a report which sought approval of the 
revised Devolved Highways Capital Programme 2021/22, including 
prioritised lists of schemes, which would form the basis of the Local 
Committee’s Devolved Highways Capital Programme for 2021/22 and 
provide a core programme for future years subject to annual review. This 
report followed on from budget changes in March which reduced the 
available budget by £366,000 to £991,000.  

4.11 It was noted to members that the DfT pothole funding allocation was again 
available this year and increased on the previous year to a total for Barrow 
of £728,000. It was recommended a number of schemes were moved from 
the devolved capital budget line into the DfT pothole allocation to the value 
of £366,000 thus allowing for a full programme as outlined in earlier draft 
reports to be completed this year. Members agreed with this 
recommendation.  

4.12 Finally the group had discussions on new fleet becoming available for use. 
The new Highways Engagement Team that is currently being established 
and safety issues around schools. 

4.13 Meeting 11 June 2021 

4.14 At its meeting on the 11 June Barrow Highways Advisory Sub Group 
(HASG) received a number of reports and updates reports from a variety of 
stakeholders and County Council Officers invited to the meeting. 

4.15 Initially the group received a verbal from Cumbria Police Authority on a 
number of issues. Firstly was an issue with the parking around Crellin Street 
by Uber eats delivery drivers which was causing concerns. It was agreed 
that officers would raise this matter with the Authority’s Parking Team 
Leader that both Authorities could coordinate their efforts. The other issue 
raised was traffic concerns at Hollywood Park roundabout members 
acknowledged this issue and a meeting was agreed to be held to discuss 
these ongoing issues and any potential solutions. 

4.16 Following  this another verbal update was given from Cumbria Fire and 
Rescue. The report highlighted inconsiderate parking in rural areas by 
drivers, and then a discussion was had regarding issues in the Preston 
Street area of the town. It was agreed that the Area Manager would arrange 
a site visit which would include a representative from the Authority’s Traffic 
Team, Parking Enforcement Team, Roger Exley, Streetcare and elected 
members. 



 

4.17 The flood and Development Management team then presented a report on 
current activities in the Borough. Following this members then raised issues 
within their divisions including flooding from Abbey Heights, Cows Tarn Lane 
and issues in Stoney Dyke Lane which had now been resolved. Members 
noted the report but asked if Thorney Nook Lane could be added into future 
reports. 

4.18 The Barrow works programme for 2021/22 was then presented to members. 
In the following discussions members raised a couple of issues including 
replacement of road marking and cats eyes following surface dressing and 
the purchase of a pothole repair machine. The Local Area Network Manager 
agreed to keep members updated on both issues as information became 
available. 

4.19 The final report was an update to the group on the Levelling Up Fund bid. 
The Sub-Group was informed that following the unsuccessful Future High 
Street Fund application in 2020 the application to the LUF had built on the 
projects identified in that Bid.  It was explained this supported Barrow town 
centre as a strategic regeneration priority and focussed around a package of 
projects which included improving the Market Hall and The Forum Theatre 
as well as enhancing access to those cultural assets/attractions and 
connecting them to the rest of the town through better transport 
infrastructure and improvements to the public realm. 

4.20 The Sub Group was informed of the next steps and noted that preparations 
were underway to submit the application.  The Leader of the Council and 
Chair of the Local Committee would sign a letter supporting the Barrow LUF 
application. A number of queries were identified and asked for by members 
and the project lead agreed to keep members informed on any progress with 
the bid. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 That Local Committee note the Discussions during the Barrow Highways 
Advisory Sub Group reports as detailed in this report and agree the 
recommendations as detailed in paragraph 3.2 and 3.3 above regarding the 
meeting from the 9 April 2021  

5.2 Alternatively members may not agree the recommendations made at the 
Barrow HASG on the 9 April 2021 and detailed in Paras 3.2 and 3.3 and 
discuss alternative solutions. 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no direct resource implication arising from recommendation 3.1 to 
note the minutes of the meetings of Barrow HASG which met on the 9 April 
2021 and 11 June 2021.  

6.2 If recommendation 3.2 is agreed the funding  for the proposed consultation, 
trial and experimental traffic order  would be met from within the successful 
bid in respect of the Department for Transport Travel Demand Management 
initiative . This funding is not devolved to Local Committee.  It is expected 
that costs per school for the informal consultation and experimental TRO 
signage and infrastructure would be approximately £3,000. Members are 



 

requested to note that if subsequently it was agreed to make the 
experimental traffic order permanent any future maintenance costs would 
need to be met from within the relevant years revenue budget allocation 
devolved to Local Committee. 

6.3 The non principal road network and pothole funding capital allocations are 
devolved to Local Committee to determine and deliver within the overall 
capital allocation that Council agrees and in accordance with the Council’s 
policies and the overall objectives and as laid out in the current Local 
Transport Plan and subject to the DfT terms of the pothole additional stream  
(recommendation 3.3).  

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 There are no direct legal implications to the recommendations at paragraphs 
3.1 or 3.2.   

7.2 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 f) agree and 
keep under review the implementation of, the highways revenue budget and 
capital programme for the local committee’s area to support the Council to 
carry out its statutory duty to maintain the highway in a safe condition as far 
as reasonably practicable. 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1 This report details the discussions and recommendations of the meetings of 
the HASG on 9 April 2021 and the 11 June 2021 and recommends that the 
Local Committee note  the Minutes of the HASG which is attached as 
Appendix 1. It also ask that Local Committee approves the 
recommendations as detailed in Paragraphs 3.2 and 3.3 of this report from 
the meeting on the 9 April 2021. 

 
Angela Jones 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 
June 2021 
 
  
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 - Minutes of the Barrow HASG 9 April 2021 and 11 June 2021 
Appendix 2 - Reports to Barrow HASG on 9 April 2021 and 11 June 2021 
 
Electoral Divisions: All Barrow 
 

 

Executive Decision  No 

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 



 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

 No  

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained. 

 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Keiron Tetchner Keiron.tetchner@cumbria.gov.uk  
 Tel 01229 407287 
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